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Matthew 1:18-25 (NLT) 18 This is how Jesus the Messiah
was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married
to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she
was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the
power of the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, to whom she was
engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to
disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the
engagement quietly. 20 As he considered this, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as
your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the
Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, and you are to
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 22 All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message
through his prophet: 23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a
child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’ ” 24 When
Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded and took Mary as his wife. 25 But he did not
have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And
Joseph named him Jesus.
God is not trying to ruin your life, but He does need to run
your life
James 4:13-15 (ESV) 13 Come now, you who say, “Today
or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and
spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet
you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your
life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and
then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord
wills, we will live and do this or that.”
Choose to be righteous, not trying to be right

Ecclesiastes 5:2-3 (MSG) 2 Don’t shoot off your mouth, or
speak before you think…God’s in charge, not you—the less
you speak, the better. 3 Overwork makes for restless
sleep. Overtalk shows you up as a fool.

Proverbs 10:19 (NLT) Too much talk leads to sin. Be
sensible and keep your mouth shut.
Leave space to hear from God

Lamentations 3:25-27 (NLT) 25 The LORD is good to
those who depend on him, to those who search for him.
26 So it is good to wait quietly for salvation from the
LORD. 27 And it is good for people to submit at an early
age to the yoke of his discipline…
Be driven by eternity

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT) 16 That is why we never give
up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being
renewed every day. 17 For our present troubles are small
and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory
that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we
don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix
our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we
see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see
will last forever.
Hebrews 11:13-16 (TLB) 13 These [people] of faith I have
mentioned died without ever receiving all that God had
promised them; but they saw it all awaiting them on
ahead and were glad, for they agreed that this earth was
not their real home but that they were just strangers
visiting down here. 14 And quite obviously when they
talked like that, they were looking forward to their real
home in heaven. 15 If they had wanted to, they could have
gone back to the good things of this world. 16 But they
didn’t want to. They were living for heaven. And now God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has made a
heavenly city for them.
John 12:24-25 (NLT) 24 “I tell you the truth, unless a
kernel of wheat is planted in the soil and dies, it remains
alone. But its death will produce many new kernels—a
plentiful harvest of new lives. 25 Those who love their life
in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for their
life in this world will keep it for eternity.”
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