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Exodus 13:17-18 (NLT) 17 When Pharaoh finally let the
people go, God did not lead them along the main road
that runs through Philistine territory, even though that
was the shortest route to the Promised Land. God said, “If
the people are faced with a battle, they might change
their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led them in a
roundabout way through the wilderness toward the Red
Sea.
When the Path to the Promise looks different than we
expect:

1. We Fear
Exodus 14:10 (NIV) As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites
looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after
them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord.
2. We Question
Exodus 14:11 (NIV) They said to Moses, “Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the
desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us
out of Egypt?
3. We Are Tempted to Settle

Exodus 14:12 (NIV) Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us
alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
desert!”

Instead, We Should:
1. Stand Firm

Exodus 14:13-14 (NIV) 13 Moses answered the people,
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see
today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for
you; you need only to be still.”
Ephesians 6:12 (NLT) For we are not fighting against
flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in
this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly
places.
2. Remember, God is With You

Exodus 14:19 (NIV) Then the angel of God, who had been
traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went
behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front
and stood behind them.
Exodus 14:21-22 (NLT) 21 Then Moses raised his hand
over the sea, and the Lord opened up a path through the
water with a strong east wind. The wind blew all that
night, turning the seabed into dry land. 22 So the people
of Israel walked through the middle of the sea on dry
ground, with walls of water on each side!
Psalm 77:19 (NLT) Your road led through the sea, your
pathway through the mighty waters—a pathway no one
knew was there!
3. Remember, God is For You

Romans 8:31-39 (MSG) 31-39 So, what do you think?
With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God
didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line for us… by
sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn’t
gladly and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle
with God by messing with one of God’s chosen? Who
would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for
us—who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of
God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think
anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us
and Christ’s love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not
hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness,
not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst
sins listed in Scripture…
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